
Word-formation processes, types and basic word-formation features 

Presence vs. absence of a word-formation feature1 

 
 WF Process 

 

 

 

WF Type  WF Feature 
1.  Suffixation Class-maintaining N>N 
2.  

  
V>V 

3.  
  

A>A 
4.  

  
Adv>Adv 

5.  
 

Class-changing A>N 
6.  

  
V>N 

7.  
  

Adv>N 
8.  

  
A>V 

9.  
  

N>V 
10.  

  
Adv>V 

11.  
  

N>A 
12.  

  
V>A 

13.  
  

Adv>A 
14.  

  
N>Adv 

15.  
  

V>Adv 
16.  

  
A>Adv 

17.  
  

multiple 
18.  Prefixation Class-maintaining N>N 
19.  

  
V>V 

20.  
  

A>A 
21.  

  
Adv>Adv 

22.  
 

Class-changing A>N 
23.  

  
V>N 

24.  
  

Adv>N 
25.  

  
A>V 

26.  
  

N>V 
27.  

  
Adv>V 

28.  
  

N>A 
29.  

  
V>A 

30.  
  

Adv>A 
31.  

  
N>Adv 

32.  
  

V>Adv 
33.  

  
A>Adv 

34.  
  

multiple 
35.  Prefixal-suffixal 

derivation 

Prefixal-suffixal 

derivation 

nouns 
36.  

  
verbs 

37.  
  

adjectives 
38.  

  
adverbs 

39.  Circumfixation Circumfixation nouns 
40.  

  
verbs 

41.  
  

adjectives 
42.  

  
adverbs 

43.  Postfixation Postfixation postfixation 
44.  Root-and-pattern Root-and-pattern nouns 
45.  

  
verbs 

46.  
  

adjectives 
47.  

  
adverbs 

                                                
1 A WF feature is considered to be present in the word-formation system of a language if it is synchronically 
used for the formation of new complex words irrespective of the degree of its productivity 



48.  Infixation Infixation nouns 
49.  

  
verbs 

50.  
  

adjectives 
51.  

  
adverbs 

52.  Compounding Compounding recursive 
53.  

 
Determinative N+N 

54.  
  

A+N 
55.  

  
V+N 

56.  
  

Adv+N 
57.  

  
V+V 

58.  
  

N+V 
59.  

  
A+V 

60.  
  

Adv+V 
61.  

  
A+A 

62.  
  

N+A 
63.  

  
V+A 

64.  
  

Adv+A 
65.  

  
Adv+Adv 

66.  
  

N+Adv 
67.  

  
A+Adv 

68.  
  

V+Adv 
69.  

 
Copulative N+N 

70.  
  

V+V 
71.  

  
A+A 

72.  
  

Adv+Adv 
73.  

 
Exocentric ‘redskin’ 

74.  
  

‘garde-manger’ 
75.  

 
Synthetic synthetic 

76.  
 

Phrasal  phrasal  
77.  

 
Linking element link 

78.  
  

no link 
79.  Reduplication Reduplication complete 
80.  

  
partial 

81.  
  

nouns 
82.  

  
verbs 

83.  
  

adjectives 
84.  

  
adverbs 

85.  Blending Blending blending 
86.  Conversion Conversion N>A 
87.  

  
N>V 

88.  
  

N>Adv 
89.  

  
A>N 

90.  
  

A>V 
91.  

  
A>Adv 

92.  
  

V>N 
93.  

  
V>A 

94.  
  

V>Adv 
95.  

  
Adv>N 

96.  
  

Adv>A 
97.  

  
Adv>V 

98.  Internal modification  Internal modification  stem modification 
99.  

  
stress 

100.  
  

tone 
 


